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CONVERTING BLOCKS OF TEXT TO DIGITAL -  THE EASY WAY

Software  Reduces Manual Cleanup Time and 

Improves Accuracy of Columnar Data

Southport, Conn., January 6, 2005 ----- Inverse Media announces the availability of a new software product that makes scanning large amounts of data easier and faster, with considerably fewer scanner errors to clean up. Column Clipper™, Inverse Media’s proprietary software, “clips,” or zones, columnar data prior to importing into various Optical Character Recognition (OCR) software packages.  

Column Clipper™, was developed for a project involving the scanning and digital conversion of approximately 8 million pages from the Boston Public Library’s directory collection.  Because scanning data is so time consuming, the project’s success was largely dependent upon quick, efficient and accurate processing software.  

Converting textual documents into data that is searchable online involves several steps.  After scanning a document,  the data must then be separated into rectangular regions on the page, a process called “clipping” in scanning terminology.  These clipped regions are then fed into various OCR packages and “read” or translated into searchable text.  Inverse Media’s Column Clipper software provides a solution for quick, efficient and easy data clipping for anyone needing to scan and manage large quantities of data.  Column Clipper is a software package that provides for reduced costs and increased scanning production times.  

“Inverse Media developed Column Clipper in response to the increasing need for companies to digitally convert columnar data such as  newspapers, directories, reference books, and telephone books in an efficient and accurate manner.  We designed our software to have an easy-to-use interface that provides for quick document processing and increased OCR accuracy rates,” said Christopher Thomas, president of Inverse Media.

The product is compatible with most major OCR programs, such as  Prime Recognition PrimeOCR software.  It can extract blocks of text in documents containing up to 6 columns of text, with or without ruled lines separating the blocks of text.

Benefits of Column Clipper

Inverse Media’s Column Clipper is an innovative solution that automates the process of identifying blocks of text on printed pages for OCR converstion. Capable of automatically deskewing and finding blocks of text at a rate of 1200 pages per hour, it takes the tedious nature of this critical first step of the digital conversion process.   In addition it offers a fast user interface for manual review and adjustments, if necessary, with an optional module for ad and line removal.

Inverse Media is located in Southport, Connecticut.  For more information, visit www.inversemedia.com.
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	Before and After on-screen photos showing auto rotation (deskewing) and clipping box generation using the ad and line finding option.


